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Perhaps one of the most interesting things about the study of history is its tendency to mirror and reveal themes 

similar to those prevalent in the modern-day. While the world has rapidly advanced since the C&O Canal’s long-

ago heyday, certain distinct elements of its being and influence would seem to withstand the test of time. 

Exploring and engaging with various historic resources inspires understanding, imagination, refined perspective, 

and deeper personal connections – all of which in turn provide relevance to our daily lives.  

 

The following 18th and 19th century newspaper clippings inspire awe, and touch on various universal themes that 

can be correlated to the present day. The selected articles – which span nearly a century – provide opportunity for 

reflection on the human experience, both past and present. 

 

 

Opportunity and Ingenuity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The early construction phases of the C&O Canal 

marked exciting times. News of any and all 

progress stoked public interest, as the canal was 

expected to lend itself greatly to commercial 

opportunity in the west. The following three 

snippets from the 1830’s depict an overall attitude 

of optimism with regard to the canal, as it was 

beginning to generate visible economic benefit in 

Maryland. May 10, 1833 

 

October 9, 1835 

 

May 17, 1833 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

To the left: A June 19, 1850 clipping from 

Hagerstown’s Herald of Freedom, detailing a most 

significant and memorable day for the citizens of 

Cumberland – the basin’s first watering. 

 

Immediately below: A photo of the modern-day 

canal boat replica, The Cumberland, as 

photographed by VIP Dave Long. 

 

Bottom: A June 11, 1856 clipping depicts the 

bashing success of canal commerce. 



 

Change and Challenges 
 

 

  

 

The C&O Canal suffered from frequent flood 

events and would face major repairs before its 

construction to Cumberland completed in full. This 

trend has not been wont to reduce over the years. 

 

Below: A December 11, 1846 clipping from 

Herald of Freedom details a breach near Point of 

Rocks which would result in economic loss. 

 

Top right: An April 21, 1852 article from Herald 

of Freedom & Torch Light informs the public of 

flood damages that have resulted from a freshet – a 

spring season flood event encouraged by rain and 

melting snow. 

 

Bottom: A later article from the Hagerstown Daily 

Mail, dating December 15, 1920, makes mention of 

Captain Myers Bad Day. The wreckage of Myers’ 

canal boat remained in the Conococheague Creek 

for half a year before being permanently swept 

away. 

 



 

 Last but not least, the article at right dated 

September 14, 1832 comes from the Board of 

Health of Hagerstown, addressing the concern of 

cholera in Washington County. It is interesting to 

digest the information being shared by the Board, 

which includes the statement that “the cholera now 

existing in our cities is not contagious” – which we 

know now to be entirely false. Additionally, the 

Board’s advice for warding off cholera offers either 

a bit of humor, or something to be desired, 

depending on how you might look at it. 

 

In Conclusion 
 

As we compare and contrast our present day lives to the recorded experiences of those who came before us, 

what do you identify as being intrinsically the same, and what is vastly different? How do these reflections 

contribute to your sense of purpose in the here and now? We now close with one final thought and quote: 

 

“Old places help people place themselves in that ‘great, sweeping arc’ of time. The continued presence of old 

places contributes to people’s sense of being on a continuum with the past. That meaning gives meaning to the 

present, and enhances the human capacity to have a vision for the future. All of this contributes to people’s 

sense of well-being – to their psychological health.” 

Tom Mayes, National Trust for Historic Preservation 

 

 

 

 

Note: The articles used in this publication were sourced from the Washington County Free Library publication 

A Newspaper History of Life in Washington County 1820-1835, in addition to Western Maryland’s Historical 

Library. The former publication utilizes materials from The Maryland Herald and Hagerstown Advisor, The 

Hagerstown Torch Light and Public Advertiser, and The Hagerstown Mail. 
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