
Hello volunteer team, 
 
Today is my one month anniversary starting my new adventure with the National Park Service 
here at the C&O Canal and celebrating digitally with a hello to the volunteer team seemed like 
the perfect way to mark the occasion! I’ve learned a lot about the Park Service in the last few 
weeks and the amazing work everyone on the team here does to keep the canal and its history 
alive and vibrant.  
 
As we get to know each other, I wanted to send out some background on myself.  I grew up 
overseas and I've lived in several states here in the USA. Educationally, I earned my 
undergraduate degree in history from Kalamazoo College in Michigan and then moved east to 
DC for grad school in Museum Studies at George Washington University. I've worked at several 
museums in DC including the Smithsonian's Early Enrichment Center, the US Navy Museum in 
Navy Yard, the Loudoun County Heritage Farm Museum, and most recently the National 
Archives and Records Administration. Outside of the DC area, I've worked at the Bullock Texas 
State History Museum and the Michigan History Center. This is my first job with the National 
Park Service, and I hope to uphold the tradition of service and the passion I’ve seen at the park 
so far. 
 
Throughout my career, I’ve worked side by side with volunteers as an educator, volunteer 
coordinator, or project lead. I went into museums because I love history and have a passion for 
helping the public connect the past with their present and have been inspired by the kindred 
spirits within the volunteer teams I’ve worked with. Many of my favorite programs have come 
out of strong collaborations between communities, volunteers, and staff.  
 
In Michigan, knitters on the volunteer team from across the state took on yarn bombing the 
museum (think graffiti with anything knitted, crochet, or occasionally artistically draped in yarn) 
to help young audiences connect with traditional crafting in fun and creative ways. We inspired 
kids to try their hand at a new craft and helped visitors see the exhibits in a completely new 
way. (See photos below.)  
 
At the National Archives, my volunteer team played an essential role in developing and 
delivering hands-on activities on our Discovering Democracy Carts – helping visitors of all ages 
build their understanding of civics. (See photo below.) I’ve heard so much about the wonderful 
programs that are already in place here at the Canal and cannot wait to see what the future 
holds for us all! 
 
I look forward to working with all of you and meeting everyone as the park moves towards 
adaptive reopening. 
 
Thanks, 
Christiana 
 



 

 
 

 
 

               


